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mNONmN! ms the only child of jeevdkfn, the week pfndth king 

UNDER. THE SPIRITUHL GUtOftNCE OF THE Sf>GE,5UNDHRft, HOWEVER., 

THE kJNG RULED WELL HND HIS SUBJECTS WERE HBPPN ... 



KUDtLftN 


IF NIY PLANS HAVE TO SUCCEED 
I MUST GET THAT INTERFERING, 
OLD SAGE OUT OF THE WAV. 

I WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR 
1 AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO 
a IT WITHOUT AROUSING / 

SUSPICION. / 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 
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JEEVAKAN, rvE COV\F 
TO TAKE LEAVE OF YOU. 
1 A/Vl GOING AWAY ON 
A PILGKimAOE TO 
THE GANGA. 


I'LL BE L05T, WITHOUT 
>^0U.PLEA5E DON’T 60. 
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BUT THIS ms THE OPPORTUNITY 
I KuaLBN HAD BEEN YlBlTlNe FOR 
‘ AND HE mSN^T OOtNO TO LOSE tT. 


YOUR WAJE5TY,IT WOULD 

Nbe selfish on OUR pakt 

^TO COW\E IN ^ 

'the V(f\'iOF 
THE SAGE’S 
SPIRITUAL 

PUR- 


/ 


y. 





YOU ARE RIGHT. 
AAY ONLY HOPE IS 
THAT HE WILL 
^RETURN SOON 



QEFORE LEAY/^g 


5 /?G£ Blessed An a non man t 
’ princess, may you ^ ^ 

AAARRY a VIRTUOUS 1 
\ And VALIANT WAN. J 


SHE CERTAINLY WILL| 
FOR IF I CAN ARRANGE 
IT, SHE'LL MARRY ANit 

SON.BALADEVAN. 
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MANONMANI 



AND WITH YOU OUT OF THE 
WAY, IT WON’T BE LONG 4 . 
^ BEFORE I HAVE THE h 
Jlk KING IN NVY ^ 4 . 
imA POWER. 



DURJNG THE ABSENCE OF THE SAGE , WHILE KltDtLAN PLOTTED AND PLANNED 
MANONMA NFS EIGHTEENTH BIRTHDAY CAME ROUND. £ " 4 7- -- 


OUR PRINCESS CAN BE DE- V 0UT KUDlLAN'S 
SCRIBED AS THE EMBODIMENT 5 WILES WILL STAIN 
OF PANDYA GLORY. 


THAT GLORY 


AG THE COUNCILLORS CAME OUT OF THE ROYAL COUiRK 


OLD AGE AND THE ABSENCE 
OF THE WISE SAGE HAVE 
MADE OUR KING BLIND TO 
. KUDILAN’S WICKED WAYS.> 


WE SHOULD BE VIGILANT 
AND PROTECT THE KING 
Is,FROM HIS MINISTER. > 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




KUDlLfIN f)ND H(S SON, 

BfiLf)OEVffs»ROoe. fimy from the PfithCE— 


THE KING 15 OLD f\HD 
Hfl6 NO SON. WHO DO 
VOU THINK WILL 
SUCCEED HIM, 

RATHER ? 


i- 


THE MAN WHO 
MARRIES THE 
PRINCESS 
VILL BE THE 
NEXT KING. 


FATHER,WITH YOUR 
INFLUENCE OVER THE 
KING,I COULD EASILY 
. BE THAT MAN... A 


a 






" NOT THAT 
THE IDEA HASN’T 
OCCURRED TO ME. 





, LATER, WHEN KUDt LfiN ^V/^5 HLONE- 

\ I WILL have to plan my moves 

1 CAREFULLY.THE PEOPLE OF MADURAI 
WILL OTHERWISE RISE IN r- 

S rebellion, k a ^ 


TO BEGIN WITH, I MUST GET 
THE KING TO RULE FROM j 
TIRUNELVELI, MY 
STRONGHOLD. 
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MANONLW-NI 




A GOOD KING 
CAN RULE 
FROM 

ANYWHERE. 


but, FATHER, ALL 
OUR ANCESTORS 
HAVE RULED• 
from MADURAI. 


THAT MAY 
BE TRUE. 


A FEW pays LHTER 

...AND YOUR MAJESTY, BY 
RULING FROM TIRUNELVELI, 
VOU MIGHT CHANGE THE 
VERY COURSE 
' OF HISTORY. 


I’LL PUT the matter 
BEFORE MY COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS > 






1/ T 




^PJ_ ONEJ\fy)0N6 THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, HOWEVER, TOOK KlNDLy TO THE 
PROPOSAL. ^— - ------- 


TIRUNELVELI IS 
TOO SMALL AND 
TOO FAR AWAY 
TO BE THE 
CAPITAL. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



fl WISE WAN SEES 
THE MI6HTT TREE 
IN ft SmftLL SEED. 


...BUT I WOULD BE 
A PIONEER AND 
FAMED FOR GIVING 
TlRUNELVELI 
THE STATURE 

OF MADURAI I i 
WHAT DO VOU / 
SAN.KUDILAN? / . 
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BUT THE SEED NEED 
PROTECTION. AS THE 
ARMY CHIEF, I CAN 
TELL VOU THAT 
WITHOUT ft STRONG 
FORT IT WILL FALL 
AN EASY PREY 
TO ENEMIES. 


HE IS right, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 
WE MUST CON¬ 
SIDER ALL 
ASPECTS OF THE 

PROBLEM BEFORtI 
TAKING SUCH 
A MAJOR 



mJOlLfiN PR£TEND£D TO BL OFFENOEQ. 


NO^KUDILAN I YOU 
MUSTN’T. I NEED 
YOU. I SHALL DO > 
AS YOU SAY. X 




IF YOU HAVE NO 
FAITH IN MY JUDGEMENT 
YOUR MAJESTY, IT’S 
BEST THAT I RESIGN, J 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



MV DAU6HTER I 5 
SAD. I THINK SHI 
yVEARNS FOR 

Vaardurai. a 


HER. RNSWER, HOWEVER, DID NOT SflT/SFV JEEVURflN. HE DISCUSSED THE mTTER. 

--- ■ -- - ■ - - m mm— ■ 


WITH 

RUDlLfiN. 




f IT IS NOT ^ 
:/ MADURAI SHE 
f VEARN5 FOR» 
VOUR MAJESTY. 

IT IS THE YEARNING 
. OF A FLOWER IN 
\ FULL BLOOM, j 



YOU ARE RIGHT, 
KUDILAN. IT’5 
TIME I GOT HER 
MARRIED. 


HE COULDN’T ^ 

HAVE GIVEN ME 
A BETTER < 

K OPENING. J 
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YCftJR 
I HAVE 

proposal 

TO MAKE... 


MAJESTY,] 
L A 


III 


LET IT WAIT TILL 
SAGE SUNDARA 

returns. 




x-i-rt/;- 


IN THIS MATTER 
I CANNOT ACT 
WITHOUT 
CONSULTING 
THE SAGE. 


i x'\ ^ 


ryr--/.v (U 


^ ^ A'^/ I'- 




MANONMANI 



MEDHWHILE, THE SflOE HUD RETURNED FRON! HIS PILeRirMOE 
BUT TO NinOURfil, THE OLD CftPITBL 


IT I5 KUWLAN’5 WORK 
HE SEEMS TO HAVE 


HOLY SAGE,THE KING 
NO LONGER LIVES HERE 
TIRUNELVELI IS 
V HIS NEW CAPITAL. A 


OVER THE KING 



THE SHOE PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS TIRUNELVELI. 








"V ■' K 


VW! 




% 


KUDILAN 

( HAS gone too far. 

I MUST FIND A WAY 
TO RELEASE THE 
. WEAK KING FROM 
p THE CLUTCHES 
[ OF THAT WICKED 
^ MINISTER. 
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AMAR CHJTRA KATHA 




VE5,H0LV SAGE 
PLEASE DON’T 
, LEAVE U5 NOW, 


I NEW CAPITAL, 
^00,BY LIVING 
liAHERE WITW h 

us. 


m 

i 

1 ^ 1 


■ i V 



y, 9 \ , ^ 



I A r /\ 



so YOU WANT ArtE 
OUT OF TKE*WAY. 
BUT I HAVE OTHER 
^ PLANS. rv' 


. Bur Kuoiuy^ QutQKLy 
\ iNTESiVENED.X 

IT IS NOT PROPER FO 
MENMCANTS TO STAY 
IN ONE PLACE FOR 


JEEVAKAN, 

I ACCEPT YOUR 
HOSPiTAUTYj 

birr I WANT 

A SECLUDED 

place to 

LIVE IN. 


J I 


V ' 


4 


TOO LONG 


.'I- 
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MANONMANI 



HEAf\MTBG£ 5€T 

fi Few DBY5 LflT£/i 


UP FOP THE SAGE 




■m 




HOLY SAGE, ISN’T 
IT TI/WE MANONMANI 
WAS MARRIED ? CAN 

YOU SUGGEST A 
SUITABLE bride¬ 
groom FOR HER? 


HE ideal groom 
WOULD BE PURUSHOTHAMAN, 
THE CM ERA KING. YOU 
CAN SEND NATARAJAN 
fc^WlTH THE PROPOSAL. 



( WILL GO TO HIM 
RIGHT AWAY, YOUR 
V MAJESTY. < 


LBTER ., Ar 

THE PfiLdCE— 


I WISH TO SEND 
NATARAJAN AS OUR 
AMBASSADOR TO THE 
KING OF CHERA. 
OFFERING HIM THE 
HAND OF MANONMANI. 
ASK HIM TO SEE ME. 


I V 




' i . *4 





NATARAJAN SHALL ) 
CERTAINLY GO— 

BUT NOT TO THE 7 ^ 

CHERA capital! 


-AS KUDtLm PODE ftWEY FPO/Vl THE PPLPCE 
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MAI^S4<AM 


OOt^BOevdff *V^* ^*M-\QNtD 1 

*T 


jyOtiR m^sry, 

V\IO 

.TM>^T Ht VYAf> BU<SY 
j l^ND WOULD 6CE 
I YOU AFTER ME H^O 
FINISHED THE 
WORK ON HAND. 



HE IS UNRELIABLE. 
WMV DON’T YOU 
{ e^NO BALADCVAN 

I 'NSTEAD? he,no 
leos than 

myself, IS YOjR 




- V 





i LOrUM — 


GO,BALADeVAN. AND 


I SEE THffT the CMrRA 
NG DOESN’T RtSH>4l 

favourably to /' - 

the FROBOSAL,^,^. 




: i^Aww///L£, /^ n/e pbl^e Gfmooff 




I’LL CCRfAlNLY 
see '0 IT THAT 
I 4^JL HE DOESN’T, 

father. 

•SM 


vcv.i DON’T SEC.Y ro 
YOURSELF. WHAT IB 
THt MATTER WITH 

YOU,f>RiNCE50 ? 


j I CAN TCLL YOU 
\ ABOUT IT, DEAR 

vam . \ had a 

STRANee DREkV^ 

l,A.V NIOMT. 
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14 


MANONMAAII 



ftT THRT VERY MOMENT, M/LE5 fiWftV 
THE CHER ft RING ,PURUSHOTHftMftN, 
me> ftL50 TROUBLED BV ft DREftM. 


H£ WOKE UP fN ft DftZE ^ 


WHCRe I5 SHE ? WHO 
I5 SHE ? WHOEVER SHE 
IS. SHE HAS STOLEN 
MV PEACE. 


EURUBHOTHftMftN INftS ft K/N S, ftND H‘S TIME WftS NOT Ht 

' L ^CH DREAMS DISTRACT ME 

yPQl from MV ROVAL DUT»ES. 


5 OiVN 
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AMAR CHITRA HATHA 


LATlR,fi5 PURl/SHOTNAMfiM SAT ON WS THRONE NT COURT^ NOT fl 
TRACS OS HtS OtSTUaSfNG DRSMt SHOWED ON HI5 COUNTENANCS 



m'i KING 

PtWANDS 

THE TRIBUTE 
DUE TO HWl. 


f WHAT!'J 
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WHILE 6ALflD€VAN*5 (mPUDENCE LEFT 
THE COURT gasping, THE CHERA HUNG 
controlled his AN6EP. 


WITH WHftT RIGHT 
DOES YOUR KING 
MAKE HI5CLBINS? 



IF YOU PON^ WANT 
TO PAY THE 
TRIBUTE, MARRY 
OUR PRINCESS. 












< • 




X 


) • 


4; 


i 


IS 


r» • 


k.\ 


V T » 


* V 


« 


J 


^r. _^ 

lrP\ 





■cv- — *M 




MAMONMANI 


YOUNG MAN, IS IT THE 
CUSTOM IN YOUR KINGDOM i 
TO BARTER YOUR WOMEN J 


Isifea 




4/ 


\ AWAY IN MARRIAGE? / . 
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THE UNPAID ARREARS 
CAN BE PART OF HER 
DOWRY. YOU GAIN A 
t!l5w WIFE TOO. _c. 
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' ENOUGH! > 

CONTROL YOUR ) 
TONGUE! ' 


o» 









SEND HIM TO PRISON 
YOUR MAJESTY. BIND 
HIS FEET AND HANDS. 


HE IS ONLY A MESSENGER. 
HE CANNOT BE blamed 
OR PUNISHED. v'l' 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



GO BACK AND TELL 
'iOUR KING THAT 
I SHALL ANSWER HIM 
ON THE BATTLEFIELD 


ittittiii* 


A 

I AMCL 




. i i '♦ 

r’k 


'U'h \ 
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m/LE THE CHER ft KJNeDOM PREPftRED FOR WftR... 



' HE SEEMS ' 
ARROGANT. THE 
SAGE HAS NOT 
MADE A WISE i 
k CHOICE. A 


I WAS SO RUDE THAT 
THE CHERA KING 
LOST HIS PATIENCE 
k AND PROCLAIMED 
WAR. > 


ftT riRUNELVELI — \ 


DID VOU FOLLOW 
MV INSTRUCTIONS, 
BALADEVAN P 


•'sr . 


l/\/HEN hCUDlLftN COHVEyED THE 
NEWS TO THE KING — 


H 


ANSWERS MV 
PROPOSAL WITH A 
CALL FOR WAR? 




v U >’t 
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^ ^ 'll 
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MANONMANI 



LET US MEET THE SAGE 
AND SEEK HIS 

GUIDANCE, 

^ KUDILAN. 


WE CAN 
TRV. 


r VOUR MAJESrv, • 
j THE SAGE DOES NOT 
' WANT ANVONE TO 
k DISTURB HIM. J 


Strange that 

^HE SAGE 
SHOULD LET 
VOU DOWN i 

When vou / 
need him 

. f^OST. / 


But vou have \ 

alwavs proved ' - 
reliable . 1 SEEK ^ 

VOUR COUNSEL 
ifh NOW. \ 
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AMAR CHiTFiA KATHA 


E COURSE VVeN 
I SHOULD TRKC IS / 
iv OBVIOUS. 



BBFme THE pftNoy/is 

Bflrrca 
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TO VICTORS I 
TO VICTORS! 
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MANONMANI 




JEEVSKfiN FOUGHT 3fidVELy, 


VICTORS 15 
. OURS! 


EVEN THE 
CHER/) KtN6 
f^DMfREo 
Hi3 OLDER 
^DVERSHRy 


OA FIGHTING LIKE THE 
600 OF WAR HimSELF 
#\ -AND /IT HIS AGE! . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN BfILfIDeVftN 5/9»V TH/TT Tf/EY W£/tE BT AN dDVfl/YT/iGE — 



I MUST THINK FAST. THAT’5 IT 
I’LL SPLIT THE ARMV. 


THE ENEMIES ARE ATTACKING 
THE FORT FROM THE OPPOSITE 
^^SIPE. 60 THERE, I’LL STAY 

HERE. 






* r- 


COmMtWDER mED TO CftU TMEAfl 
K.jeeVftKflN LOOKED ON HELPLESSLY 
B6 Hf5 KinHUT, P/ERCED BY W ERRON^FELL, 



RT THIS INOPPORTUNE MOMENT, 
M RRROW HIT THE KING, 
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MANONMANI 



*cUDf09N CAfrte 


AS SOON AS 
YOU’RE IN , 
^ SIR! 


etePHUnT eMTepsD thc ama oe n,e ror; 


' the enemy 

SOLDIERS ARE 
COMING.QUICK I 
SHUT THE MAIN 
. ENTRANCE. 


) 








‘IS ^ 






SfA. 




r 




no inc. c.uch'rtnni ITS WOUNDED MASTER. TOWARDS THE 

FORT, KUO!LAN SAW THEM. --- 
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amar chitra katha 


fNS/OE 


5 />(^ a’tv THm ftPPmCH. 



mangnmani 



5 CfiRB.JEEVfiknN 300N REGniN&O CONGOOUSNESS 


WITH THE 


HOW bitter 15 THE 
Tfl5TE OF defeat! 

I HAVE STAINED THE 
PANDTA VALOUR. 

LET /VIE DIE . ^ ( 


O KING, ^ 
THINK OF 
MANONMANI 


VE5.1 HAVE VET 
TO GET HER 
. MARRIED. > 


VOUR /V\AJESTY, 
WHV DON’T YOU 
MARRY HER 
TO MV SON, 

. BALADGVAN? , 


UWSr THEJH N\f\NONmflNI 
herself CRfine RUNNING 
//V, FOLLOWED B'i 
ERLROEvaN. 


FATHER,ARE 
jW YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 






















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



^ MANONMflNI, 

I W^NT ^OU TO 
ArtARR^ 

^ 6ALAOEVAN., 


I WOULD RATHER 
FALL INTO THE 
HANDS OF THE 
ENEMY THAN 
L MARRY HIM ! , 


DON’T ACT 
IN HASTE, 
JFEV/fllCAN. 
5£E. THIS. 


ANTICIPATING 
TROUBLE, I DUG 
THIS TUNNEL.. 


IT WILL TAKE YOU ^ 
OUT OF THE CITY. 
escape now. COLLECT 
YOUR MEN AND FIGHT 
VLATER ^ 


I MISJUDGED 
YOU. IS THIS 
WHAT KEPT YOU 
SECRETIVE 


MANONMANI 



ONE moment,YOUR MAJESTY. 
BEFORE YOU USE THIS TUNNEL 
WE SHOULD MAKE SURE 
THAT ENEMY SOLDIERS 
ARE NOT ANYWHERE . 
NEAR THE EXIT. ^ 



^ LET ME GO 
AHEAD ALONE AND 
SEE IF THE WAY 
^ IS CLEAR. 


rr IS KIND 
OF YOU TO 
DO 50. . 



/95 KUDiLftN mOE HIS my THROUGH THE TUNNEL 


SO THE 5A6E WILL 
FOIL MY PLANS, WILL 
HE ! I HAVE ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT. L 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MeflNWHfLE,^ THE CmP OF PURUbHOTHmf\N, THE CHERP KING 




A STRANGER INSISTS ONn 
SEEING YOU, YOUR MAJESTY. 

HE SAYS THAT YOU’LL STAND 
V TO BENEFIT IF VOU LET 

him see you. ^ 


SEND HIM IN 


JUST THEN, 
P GUPRO 

Entered, 


I L./ 


ST ^ 


' am kudilan, 

ONCE JEEVAKAN’S N 
' ■ ANO JteVflKAN ^ 

L iyl r the king. 

Be your vassal 
^ life 




IS THAT 00? 
lead ml TO 
YOUR KING 


YOU 

,, TREACHEROUS 

111;“! iN Rf\T! 






• - ^ 

. *" 1 *f- 

Vu 


V 


manonmani 



COULD S/IV PNOTHEH 
WORD 



















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THERE he 15! 
THflT’5 JEEVflKflN 
< KILL HIM. 


SUDDENLY 


B^T TO KLiOlL^N 


SURPR/Se, 

^RUOHOTH/I/MN W HIRLBD ROUND. 

IjKyou WORM IVOU TRAITOR! 

/ PID TOU BELIEVE THAT 
I I WOULD KILL THE 
V V/^LlAffT KINO? IT’s VOU 
Nw^WMO SHALL DfE. > 


grateful TO VOU 
FALL AT ^PURUSHOTMAMAN. 
THE FEET OF ) VOU ARE MA6NflNI- 
VOUR KINGIy MOU5. KUDILAN AND 

—l/nnmTTnr SHALL BE 

W I BANISHED FROM NN 

f KINGDOM ^:m^A 

I ' K FOREVER. 4£IIB/ 


MERCV, ' 
MV LORO! 


•Ar 

I 

■i- f i 





MANONMANI 


r IT mo ONLY THBN J 
IHfIT mNONNIflNt 
PNO PURUOHO- p 

EBCH OTHER 

clearly. 



THFn'^^ and PURUSHOTHAmAN SAT TALKING fN rh‘& PALACE ABOUT 

bloodshed that had been caused by THE EYfL KUOiLnN 

FIND Bf) L/tlX.vnN~ I--r 

IT i«. wv C... ■. „„ . . I WHEN THE MINISTER V 

teHflvTouB ftNOHISSON 


should have 

MADE Ml- 
SUSPEcf THA^ 

SOMETHING 

WAS 

WRONG . 

SOME- 

\where. 


COULD DUF€ ME, 
^HEIR KIN6,mfV ^ 
DO VOU BLAME /) 
VOURGELF? 















































































































































































































